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SUB J : ALGERIANS NIX ALLIGATOR CLIPS 

1. THE ILLEGAL, BUT WIDELY USED, PRACTICE OF FILING 
PRE-TAPED AUDIO-CASSETTE COPY BY ATTACHING ALLIGATOR 
CLIPS TO THE SMALL MICROPHONE INSIDE A TELEPHONE HAS 
BEEN EXPRESSLY FORBIDDEN TO REPORTERS AT THE PALAIS 
DES NATIONS PRESS ROOM BY ALGERIAN AUTHORITIES. FIRST 
CASE WAS VOA'S JOHN BUE, WHO WAS DETAINED AND TAKEN TO 
THE POLICE ROOM, WHERE AUTHORITIES CONFICATED HIS TAPE 
RECORDER, CASSETTES, AND IDENTITY CARDS AND HELD THEM 
FOR ABOUT TWO HOURS. ACCORDING TO BUE, IT WAS CLEAR 
THAT THE ALGERIANS HAD LISTENED TO HIS CASSETTES, ACTUALLY 
A SPEECH BY ALGERIAN FOREIGN MINISTER BOUTEFLIKA. TO SHOW 
THERE WAS NO BIAS, THE BBC CORRESPONDENT AND, ACCORDING 
TO ABC-TV'S LOU CIOFFI, A NUMBER OF OTHERS GOT THE SAME 
TREATMENT. 

2. SEVERAL JOURNALISTS HAVE TRIED TO PERSUADE THE 
ALGERIANS, INCLUDING THE PRESS ADVISOR IN THE PRESIDENCE, 

TO CHANGE THEIR MINDS, BUT TO NO AVAIL. THERE IS MUCH 
BUCK PASSING. PTT SAYS IT'S A POLICY QUESTION; THE 
PRESIDENCY SAYS IT'S A TECHNICAL PROBLEM; AND BOTH SAY 
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IT'S A SECURITY PROBLEM. ANYWAY, IT IS NOT BEING DONE. 
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3. MOST CORRESPONDENTS GET AROUND THE RESTRICTION BY FILING 
FROM THEIR HOTEL ROOM TELEPHONES. UNFORTUNATELY, THE HOTEL 
IS ABOUT TWENTY MINUTES FROM THE SITE OF THE SUMMIT. ONE 

OF THE AMERICAN JOURNALISTS HAS PROMISED TO FILE A 
"BATTLE OF THE ALLIGATOR CLIPS" PIECE AFTER THE SUMMIT 
ENDS. 

4. ACCORDING TO THIS MORNING S "EL MOUDJAHID ", THERE ARE 
800 JOURNALISTS HERE (WE ESTIMATE 200 OURSELVES) SO THERE 
ARE BOUND TO BE PROBLEMS AND FRAYED TEMPERS. 

5. DEPUTY CHIEF OF THE PRESS AND INFORMATION DIVISION OF 
THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS TOLD PAO THAT THE 
ALGERIANS WERE DISAPPOINTED BY THE LEVEL OF 
CORRESPONDENTS SENT BY AMERICAN MEDIA TO COVER THE 
SUMMIT. ALGERIANS FEEL THIS IS THEIR SHINING HOUR AND 
SHOULD BE TREATED ACCORDINGLY. MOST AMERICANS HERE ARE 
REGIONAL CORRESPONDENTS BASED IN BEIRUT, PARIS, BONN, 
BRUSSELS, ETC. PERHAPS THERE IS SOME SOLACE IN HAVING 
PIERRE SALINGER HERE. HE IS COVERING THE STORY FOR 
"L'EXPRESS." 

PARKER 
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